
based on poems by Stephen Crane

Three Pieces for Organ

Aaron Travers



I. Black Riders

II. Here and There

III. Upon a High Place

PROGRAM NOTE:

The Three Pieces for Organ are one of my earliest works, and my first work for organ.  Each piece is based on a poem

by the 19th century American writer Stephen Crane.  The piece was originally commissioned by my very good friend,

Damin Spritzer.

The first piece, "Black Riders," is fast, violent, and full of rapid-fire shifts of texture.  In experimenting with the organ,

I noticed that the more notes one plays simultaneously, the louder the sound.  I decided to use this simple principle to

create crescendo effects, which you hear throughout the movement.  The second piece, "Here and There," is a very slow

lament using a simple chorale tune whose bass pattern is based on the name of the dedicatee (D-A-F-Bflat-G).  The

final piece, "Upon a High Place," uses highly contrasting colors and changes of register to suggest different kinds of devils

and demons “carousing in sin.”  As such, it is a playful one, discontinuous but using only a few pieces of material to

generate the music.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

Registration is at the discretion of the performer, though some general descriptors are given in the score on occasion.

In general, the performer should follow the dynamics in selecting appropriate registrations.

DURATION:

11'00

based on poems by Stephen Crane

Three Pieces for Organ



TEXTS (Stephen Crane):

I. Black Riders

Black Riders came from the sea.

There was clang and clang of spear and shield,

And clash and clash of hoof and heel,

Wild shouts and the wave of hair

In the rush upon the wind:

Thus the ride of sin.

II. Here and There

I looked here;

I looked there;

Nowhere could I see my love.

And--this time--

She was in my heart.

Truly, then, I have no complaint

For though she be fair and fairer,

She is none so fair as she

In my heart.

III. Upon a High Place

I stood upon a high place,

And saw, below, many devils

Running, leaping,

And carousing in sin.

One looked up, grinning,

And said, "Comrade! Brother!"
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