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for Ensemble 61

Now Say Nay

Instrumentation:

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Percussion (vibraphone, glockenspiel, 3 woodblocks, bongo (highest possible), sandpaper blocks)

Guitar (may be lightly amplified if necessary)

Soprano solo

Piano

Violoncello

Notes:

The dynamic gamut of this piece is from ppp to ff.  A sfz is always within a f dynamic.  A sf usually occurs within the existing dynamic

unless otherwise specified.

The tempi given represent the maximum speed of the music.  The conductor may take the tempi slightly under in places at his/her

discretion.

For flute:

          =  toneless

          =  half air, half pitch

          =  full tone

          =  fluttertongue

          =  key click

          =  sharp, staccatissimo tonguing, no pitch

          =  sharp, staccatissimo tonguing, with pitch

          =  tongue ram; stopping the flow of air abruptly with the tongue (do NOT produce the subtone a M7 lower)

For piano:

          =  muted

          =  open (unmuted)

For all players:

                        =  gradual transformation from one mode of playing to another

                        =  maintain current mode of playing

Duration:  approx. 6'30"
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Text:

Now (say nay)

Dylan Thomas

Now

Say nay,

Man dry man,

Dry lover mine

The deadrock base and blow the flowered anchor,

Should he, for centre sake, hop in the dust,

Forsake, the fool, the hardiness of anger.

Now

Say nay,

Sir no say,

Death to the yes,

The yes to death, the yesman and the answer,

Should he who split his children with a cure

Have brotherless his sister on the handsaw.

Now

Say nay,

No say sir

Yea the dead stir,

And this, nor this, is shade, the landed crow,

He lying low with ruin in his ear,

The cockerel's tide upcasting from the fire.

Now

Say nay,

So star fall,

So the ball fail,

So solve the mystic sun, the wife of light,

The sun that leaps on petals through a nought,

The come-a-cropper rider of the flower.

Now

Say nay,

A fig for

The seal of fire,

Death hairy-heeled, and the tapped ghost in wood,

We make me mystic as the arm of air,

The two-a-vein, the foreskin, and the cloud.
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TEXT:  DYLAN THOMAS AARON TRAVERS (2012)

for Ensemble 61

Now Say Nay

Flute

Clarinet in Bb

Percussion

Guitar

Soprano Solo

Piano

Violoncello
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Flute:  Play each figure in the tempo indicated once through IN ORDER,

without pause, then repeat in any order.  Avoid repeating individual figures,

and avoid repeating in the same order consecutively.

Figure     may return directly to figure     from time to time.  In those

cases, omit the final grace note.

Cello:  Oscillate between the given notes in irregular groupings (from

1 - 5 notes), with short spaces in between each.  The figures in the box

are only a suggestion.  Do not synchronize with other players.
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