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| as Guitarras Azules

commissioned by the Fromm Foundation and the Howard Hanson Institute for American Music

Introduccion Instrumentation:
I. Bulerias Flute (doubling piccolo)

, li lish h
II. Solea - Cadenzal Obo.e (dqub ing english horn)
Clarinet in Bb

III. Seguiriyas - Cadenza II Bassoon
IV. Guajiras - Cadenza III Horn in F
V. Canto Trumpet in C

Tenor trombone
2 Percussion*

*Percussion 1: Glockenspiel, Marimba, Timpani (4 heads), Harp
Bongos (2 heads), Tam-tam, Whip, Woodblocks (2), Suspended cymbal Guitar solo
Soprano solo
Percussion 2: Bass drum, Woodblocks (2), Triangle, Log drum, 3 Violins
Tam-tam, Timpani, Suspended cymbal Viola
Violoncello
Double bass
Notes:

Las Guatarras Azules 1s written almost entirely in traditional notation. Any deviations are explained below.

Dynamics: The dynamic gamut is from ppp to fff. A sfzis always within a f'dynamic unless otherwise
specified (e.g. sfz (mp)). A sffzis always within a ff dynamic without exception.

Hairpins without a new dynamic indicate slight fluctuations within the given dynamic.

Rhythm: Feathered beams and accelerando arrows indicate localized accelerandi within a given figure.
Clapping: Clapping is indicated with 'X' noteheads, and is notated on the 2nd and 4th lines of a 5-line staff.
The bottom line indicates clapping with cupped hands (lower pitch); the top line indicates open-hand

clapping (higher pitch).

For soprano: The style of singing should closely mimic that of traditional flamenco singing. A good model
to use would be the singing style of the Seguiriyas.

For guitar: The guitar must be retuned as follows: VI =D, V=A,IV=E,IIl = G, II = Bb, I = Eb

The style of playing should resemble, as closely as possible, that of traditional flamenco. In the composer's
opinion, a good model is Paco Pena.

A small square ( o ) indicates a golpe (striking the body of the instrument with the ancillary finger).
Golpes are optional.

A chord followed by a stem without a note-head indicates damping that chord with the palm on the

indicated beat or subdivision.
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Score in C
Duration: ca. 17 minutes
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Text:

Ola de rosas rotas y agujeros! Futuro

de la vena olorosa! Objetos sin piedad!
Nadie circule! Nadie abra los brazos
dentro del agua ciega!

Oh movimiento, oh nombre malherido,

oh cucharada de viento confuso

y color azotado! Oh herida en donde caen
hasta morir las guitarras azules!

Wave of broken roses and holes! Future

of the fragrant vein! Pitiless objects!

Let nobody wander about! Let nobody open his arms
within the blind water!

Oh movement, oh ill-wounded name,

oh spoonful of confused wind

and flogged color! Oh wound into which fall

to their deaths the blue guitars!

--Pablo Neruda, The Destroyed Street from Residence on Earth (trans. Donald D. Walsh)




Las Guitarras Azules is dedicated with deepest affection and admiration
to my good friend Nathan Fischer.
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