CONCIERTO DE MILONGA

FOR PIANO AND LARGE ENSEMBLE
(2015)

AARON TRAVERS



CONCIERTO DE MILONGA

commussioned by Solungga Liu
dedicated to my wife, Winnie Cheung

INSTRUMENTATION:

Oboe
Clarinet in Eb
Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon

Trumpet in C (always with straight mute)
Tenor Trombone (always with straight mute)

2 Percussion
Player 1: suspended cymbal, small tambourine, congas, log drums (4 pitches), tubular bells
Player 2: crotales (2 octaves), vibraphone, bass drum

Piano solo

2 Violins
Viola
Violoncello
Double Bass

NOTES:

The tango sections of Concierto de Milonga are based on Argentine tango from the "Golden Era" of the
1930s through the 1950s. Performers should familiarize themselves with prominent tango composers and
arrangers of the time, especially Carlos DiSarli, Osvaldo Pugliese and Rodolfo Biagi, to name a few. Since
the tangos in this piece were designed to be danced, it may also be prudent to watch videos of the dance
itself, in order to see how dance and music fit together. Be sure to observe the three basic types of dance:
tango, vals and milonga.

Winds:

The wind section is designed as a replacement for the bandoneon, a kind of small accordion. The sharp
marcato accents ( v) above 16th notes are there to emulate the extremely short, clipped articulation of the
badoneon. Care should be taken to make these notes as short as possible.

Strings:

Throughout the tangos, whenever the strings encounter staccato articulations (either normal or marcato)
together with the label "at the frog," the players should play extremely close to the frog (almost the last inch
of bow hair). This is a common technique found in tango performance. Players are encouraged to watch
videos or live performances of tango string players to observe this technique in practice.

Piano solo:

Piano parts were traditionally improvised during tango performances. The piano part in this score imitates
the kind of improvisation that might take place. Throughout, the soloist is allowed a certain license with
regard to rhythm, particularly during the "solo" sections of the tangos (which typically feature melodic lines
in double or triple octaves).

DURATION: ca. 15 minutes
SCORE IN C
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